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LORDS and COMMONS 
Alſſembled in Parliament; 

_ TOUCHING i 
The Great Seale of England. | 


Oh ode Hereas the Greet Scale of England, which by 
N the Laws of this Realm ought to attend 
: che Parliament, being the ſupream Court 
of Juſtice and Judicature within this 
N\ /A\ BR Realm, for the diſpatch of the great 
ee and weighty affaires of the Common- 
ö —=* wealth, which is cſpecially intereſſed and 
concerned therein, was above a yeer laſt paſt, that is to ſay, 
the two and twenticth day of May, Anus 1642. by the 
then Lord-Keeper thereof, Edward Lord Littleton, then a 
Member and Speaker of the Houſe of Peers in Parliament, 
contrary to the great truſt in him repoſed, and duty of his 
place, ſecretly and perfidiouſſy conveyed away from the 
| Parliament into the Kings Army, raiſed againſt the Parlia- 
| ment; the ſaid Lora: Keeper departing therewith into the ſaid 
| Army, without the 1-:ave or privity of the ſaid Houſe, by 
means whereof, great — and inconveniences _ - 
2 uc 
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3 
uod to this Kingdom, and the Kingdom of Ireland. 
And whereas the ſaid Great Scale ought conſtantly to 
temain in the hands and cuſtody of one or more Officer or 
Officers ( ſworn for that ſervice) and to be uſed and imploy- 
ed for the weale and ſafety of His Majeſties People; which 
notwithſtanding hath been divers times, - fithenge the con- 
veying away thereof, as aforeſaid, put into the hands of 
other Perſons not ſworn, and Popiſhly and dangerouſly 
affected, who have had the diſpoſing and managing thereof 
at their own wills and pleaſures, and hath been Traiteroufly 
and pernitiouſſy abuſed, to the ruine and deſtruction ot the 
Parliament and Kingdom, by granting and iſſuing out di- 
vers illegall Commiſſions of: Array, and other unlawtull Come 
2n1:ſ/ions for railing of Forces againſt the Parliament; by 
iſſuing out of moſt foule and ſcandalous Papers, under the 
Name and Title of Proclamations, againſt both Houſcs of 
Parliament, and divers Members thereof, and others ad- 
. hcring to them, and Proclaiming them ;T raytors and Re- 
bells; Comm: ſſions of yer and Terminer, to proceed againſt 
divers of chem, as Traytors; and other Commiſſions to 
ſeize and conſiſcate their Eſtates, for no other cauſe, but for 
doing thrir duties and ſervices to the Common-wealth z as 
likewiſe by granting that horrid Conim:ſſion, for exccuting 
of that moi blood and di teſtable Deſigne of Haller, Tome 
kins, and others, for the deſtruction of the Parliament, and 
City of Londun, and of the Army raiſcd for their juſt de: 
fence; and (as if Maſſucres. and Aﬀacinations had been 
hut light and veniall mes) anocher Commiſſion hath been 
granted under the ſame Scale tor a Ceſſation of Arms with 
the barbarous and bloody Rc bells in- Ireland, after the ef- 
fuſion of ſo much innocent blood, and ſlaughter of above 
one hundred thouſand Proteſtants, Men, Women, and 
Children, by their mercileſſe and bloody hands, whercupon 
a a. 
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a Ceſſaion o Armꝭ ĩs Ser concluded; radafioſe 
brutiſh-Rebels; thereby imboldened to prepare — 


not onely for a torall Extirpation of the Proteſtants remain · 
ing there, but for a Conquelt alſo of this Kingdom, And 
further by granting of ſeverall Commiſſions, and Offices of 
Truſt and Command, to notorious Papiſts, who, by the 
Laws and Statutes of this Realm, ave made uncapable there- 
of; and by conferring of Honours, and Dignities, and grant- 
ing of Lands and Eſtates to divers Exorbitant Delinquents, 
who ſtand Legally tmpedclied of high Treaſon, and ocher 
igh Crimes and miſdemeanors in Parliament. 

- All which, and many other unlawfull and enormous Age 
have paſſed und r the ſaid Great Scale, ſince the remoyall 
thereof from the Parliament, as aforeſaid : Which the 
Lords and Commons taking into ther conſideration, and 
finding all wayes, and means obſtructed for the procuring of 
any redreſſe from His Majeſty in the Premiſſes, norwith» 
ſtanding their long hopes, and unceſſant Labours, for the 
obtaining thereof, are bound in duty, and of neceſſity to 
provide Nome ſpeedy Remedy for theſe inſupportable mil= 
chicks. - 3 1 1 ee ä 
NE it therefore Declared and. Ordained, by the 
iaid Lords and Commons aſſembled in Parlia- 
ment, That as well all & every the ſaid Acts former- 
Iy mentioned, which have paſſed under the laid 
Great Scale, as allo all Letters Patents and Grants of 
any Lands, Goods or Eſtates, of any perfon, or per- 
ſons whatſoever, for adhering to the Pailiament, 
all Compoſitions or Grants, of any Wardſhips, 
or Leaſes of any Wards Lands, Liveries, Primer 
A 3 ſeigine 
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ſttidut iOuſter li amen ſince the Mid u, of Flay 
2642, which have hot according td the due courſt 
of Law, paſſed through the Court of Wards and 
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Livcrics, cſtablifſked by Law: All grants ſince the 
laid zz. of May 1642. 'ofany Honours, Dignities, 
Mannors, Lands, Hereditaments, or other thing 
whatſoever, to any perſon or perſons, which have 
voluntarily contributed, or ſhall voluntarily contri- 
bute any Aid or Aſſiſtance to the maintenance of 
that unnaturall Warre, raiſed againſt the Parliament, 
And all pardons granted to any ſuch p:rſon or per- 
{ons ; And all other Acts or things whatſoever, con- 
trary to, or in derogation ofthe Proceedings of both, 
or either of the Houſes of Parliament, which have 
paſſed under the ſaid Great Seale, ſince the removal 
th:reof from the Parliament, ſhall be, and are here- 
by declared to be utterly invalid, void, and of none 
effect, to all intents and purpoſes. 5 
And that all and every act or thing, which after 
the publication of this Ordinance, ſhall paſſe by, or 
under the ſaid Great Scale, or under any GreatScale 
of England (other then what is hereby appointed and 
eſtabliſhed ) ſhall be utterly void, fruſtrate, and of 
no effect, And every perſon, or perſons, which ſhall 
put the ſame in uſe, or ſhall claime any thing ther. by, 
{hall be held and adjudgcd a publique Encmy of this 


Stace. 
And 
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And be it further abi by the ſaid Lords and 
Commons, That a Great Scale of England,already by 
them made and provided, ſhall be forthwith put in 
uſe; and ſhall be, and is hereby authorized and 
eſtabliſhed to bg-vt likgę re, pawer, and validity, 
to all intents and pupoſes as an) Great Scale of E- 


land hath been, ox ought to be. 4 
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sand cuſto- 
are hereby 


oſe; that is 


Edmund Prliemia Eſq; Members of the Houſe of 
Commons; 'which ſaid perſens, or ny three or 
more of them, whereof one Member or more of the 
Lords Houſe, alſo one Member or more of the 
Houſe of Commons, ſhall be preſent, ſhall have, 
and are hereby Authorized to have the 
Ordering and diſpoſing thereof, as alſo all ſuchand 
the like Power and Authority as any Lord Chan- 
cellor, or Lord Keeper, or Commiſſioner of the 
Great Scale, for the time being hath had, uſed, or 
ought to have. | 


H. Elſynge, Cler. Parl. D. Com. 
His: 
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HIS 


MAIESTIEs 
DECLARATION. 


_ TO 
All His loving Subjects, upon occaſion 
of a late Printed Paper, intitled, A Declaration 
and Ordinance of the Lords and Commons 
aſſembled in Parliament, touching the Great 
Seale of England, Ordered by the Com- 


mons in Parliament to be Printed 
| and Publiſhcd.- 


legiance, and Rebelliouſly taken-up 
Arms againlt Us, may yet intend the 

” ſatety of Our Perlon, and mainte- 
nance of our Soveraign power; That the who everp 


day robbe, muͤrther, and deſtrop Our People, do yet 
B reſolve 


7. 

Yeſolve to effablich the Liberty and Pꝛoperty of the 
Subjects, and that the deſperate cancelling all 
Oathe s, and the extravagant uſurpation of all power 
and auchoꝛitꝝ over the lives and foꝛtunes of the whole 
Nation, will not be a way to bzing in an alteration, and 
totall confuſion of the government of the Kingdom, 
this laſt pzetended Oꝛdinance of the Gzeat Seale will 
fatisfhe the Woꝛlo: in which all men may ſee an at⸗ 
tempt of as compleat andabſolute a diſſolution of the 
whole frame of the Engliſh Wonarcyy , as totall a 
deſtruction of all Laws and intereſt, as can be ima⸗ 
gined, the whole adminiſtration c execution of the Ci⸗ 
vill Juſtice of the Kingdom ( beſides our Regall pꝛero⸗ 
gative foz the pzelervation and pꝛotsction of Dur 
People) being thereby, as much as in them lies, ſo m⸗ 
verted and deſtroped, that all men are become their 
own Carvers, and no remedy left foꝛ the deciſion of 
right and w2ong, but Power and the Swozd. = 

Whether this tnſtrument of Anarchy obtained the 
appꝛobation of thoſe few Members of the Youſe of 
Peers who ſtul allemble at  eſtminſter, the Came ha⸗ 
vi g been here: ofoze.rezected by them, and this Paper 
being publiſted onely under the authoꝛity ofthe Cons 
mons, Me know not, neither can it ſeem ſtrange to any 
mn. if the Carles of Efſc.x, Stanford, Mancheſter, and 
Denbigh, the Loꝛd Say, Wharton. Rochford, ai:d Gra 
pf Warke.( who make up the majoꝛz part of the Peers 
now together there, and who all ol them have ac:::cliy 
boꝛn Arms againſt us in this unnaturall Ueveilion) 
have in their own defence, zoyned with fifty oz lirty 
(wnich is the majoꝛ part of the other Houſe) as guilty 
as themſelves, to robue Ns of ſucyza foveraign En⸗ 
ſign, as contin:ially th:eatens them with the. 2 _ 


(9) JO 
on of the Law upon their Treaſon and Rebellion: but 
that this mall number of tedit:ous and deſperate con · 
ſprrato:s,ilovld,!nder the pꝛetence of Loꝛds and Com⸗ 
mons. be avle ſv farre co drive mens underitanoings. 
as wat is by tie Letter and pzactice of the Law, In⸗ 
juſtice, Noboerp and Treaſon,ſhould be looked upon as 
Conſcience, uprigytneſle and care ot tze Common; 
wealth, though to the evident deſtruction of King, 
Lozds, and Commons, is ſo ſenſeleſſe and ſcandalous 
to the reaſon, courage, and loyalty of Honeſt men that 
this laſt Declaration and Oꝛdinance which they have 
publiched to diſturbe and diſtract the minds and affcs 
ctions of Our People by undervaluing and deſpiſing 
Our inſeparable Regall authoꝛity. and in its place 
letting up a falſe, tmaginary, traiterous Image of 
their own, we hope will open the eyes ofall thole who 
have been ſeduced, a tnflame the year(s, and unite and 
tconcile the affections of all Our Subjects to Py 


fect and publique hoꝛroꝛ and deteſtation of their Yys 
851 and Rebellion: and they will inde that Da- 
tter Martin was not impꝛiſoned and expelled their 
Councells foz his opinion and Treaſon, but onelp fo: 
publiſhing their Treaſon in Auguſt, which they were 
not p:epared to pꝛactice till November: ſoꝝ what is t 
teſle then to depoſe Ws, to take away Our Power cf 
pꝛotecting and relieving Our Subjects with Julttcc, 
and of pꝛeſerving and pardoniag them with Our mers 
cy? Bat to the Declaration and Oꝛdinance it ſeif. 
+ They tell yoy, the great Seale ought to attend the 
Parliament, being the ſupream Court of Juſtice and Ju ica- 
ture, and that it was in ſay, 1642. by the then Lord Keeper 
(whom it ſeemes they have removed from his place, and be» 
ſtowed the ſame upon ſix of themſelves) Contrary to the great 
Þ 2 . truſt 


Et (0) =. 
truſt repoſed in him, and duty of his place, ſeeretly and per- 
fidiouſly conveyed away from the Parliament, into Our Ar- 
my, raiſcd againſt the Parliament, the ſaid Keeper departing 
therewith, into the ſaid Army without leave of the Houſe. 
'Tis well they are content to ſet down the time of his 
coming to Us, a time when (all the 190z1d knows) me 
were lo farre from having an Army, that we were not 
Matter of one Wugket. oz one barrell of Powder with- 
in Our Dominions; all Our own Arms being pollet ; 
ſed by them, who had at that time too, uturped ta thems- 
ſelves a power over the whole Militia of the Kingdom. 
And theretoze Me hope all Our good Subjects, who 
ſee with what confidence and boldneſle theſe men im⸗ 
pole groife untruths upon them, contrary to their 
. in matters of Fact, will give no moꝛe cre- 
it to the 


o the lame Authoꝛity in matters of Law, then are 
obvious to thoſe who are learnꝛd in that pzofellign; 
And ther will then rather beleeve the Stacute of Arti- 
culi ſuper Chartas, made in the 28, peer of are ad 
which tells them pꝛecilelp, that the Chancellourſhals 
eee 
m. that by che Kaws ot che Aingdom che gre 
Seale ought to attend the Parliament. tough theſe 
INOS: (hat even in that ſenſe (ne being an ellen. 


* 
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iall part of the parliament) that Aſſertion ſignified- 
nothing to their advantage: As the time. ſo the circum⸗ 
ſtances, when and why de required Our. Keeper of 
Our Gꝛeat Seale to attendUgat Yo:k, map he w 
remembꝛed. After we had withdzawn Oar ſelf to that 
City (upon the reaſons ide have ſo otten expꝛeſied and 
are ſo notoꝛioully known) which was about the end or 
March, and ſatisfied Our ſelf foꝛ ſome time with chat 
Mall retinue then abo. t Us and Our Childꝛen, = 


Ca. 
ing chat the dangers whichdzove Gs krom London fit 
encreafed, and that ne might be ys. to — 
other remedies ioꝛ Our ere 9 
ing, which we deſired and ved to do in the moſt 
known, regular, lawfull way, that the pzetended Oz- 
dinance of the Milicia had palled bothDouſes;and that 
with thole circumſtances of fozce and violence, that it 
could hardly be executed with. greater then it was 
madc(the Loꝛds being ſo thꝛeatned in their own houſe, 
after they Hay twice refuſed. it, as We have oiten at 
large imtozmed Pur good People) that We were re- 
p2oached in ſome of their Declarations foz publiſhing 
Dur Anſwers to them and neceſlary Declarations of 
Our own one dak were n 11 25 our 25 Srale, 
ag if were 1 to whatloeber 
uld be. eg ace in Pur Halde, a that motions 


had been made to fir. Mr 5 ie to the pꝛetended 
Ozdi 


{ ng ofthe \ Mise. Tar Pur good Dubjiects 
may! ace to deleeve the executionot thoſe to be 
Wut ng wes chene > thigh tt time, as well 
2 the 5 tion and b en of Dur People, as 


to 1 0 and 8 0 Our Gꝛeat 


1 of 1 K un 
UL "whre it 83 t a lega 
zt. 2 * under it by direction of the Houſe of 
Peers, to p2even FIT enquiry into thole Riots (whic 
tt 4 Re was ſuperteded 
8 7 der, ok ehoule of Commons; 
| Minit 1 149 lite 1 
that zit aypehended and impꝛiſoned: And there- 
ko'e about the time mentioned in this Declaration, 
5 gReeper: (whom We, and ive 


e required Our Lo; 
Alone, had truted with the Ciiſfody of that Mar 
B 3 Dcale) 
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Seal) by Our Letter under Our Signe Manuall end 
P2ivy Signet, upon his Atlegiance to repaire to dig 
with Dur Gꝛeat Deale, which, ac coꝛding to tye duty 
bok his place, and the great truſt repoled in him b. us, 

he obeped, well knowing, that had he done other de, 
he ould have dealt perüdioully with uus, having re⸗ 
ceived no truſt from any other: how karre we were 
then from having an Army, oz from any likelihood and 
inclination to have any, may appear by thoſe many 
Meſlages and Invitations ſenc vy Us trom York, to 
deſire a good underſtanding wich the two Youſes atter 
that time, and the Teſtimony of fourtyPeers and Pzt- - 
vy-CounceUozs then with As at Vork, on the r; of June 
following, publiſhed to the World. 5 

It is ſuggelted by this Declaration, That the Gꝛeat 
Seale ougyt conſtantly to remain in the hands and cu- 
ſtody of the worn Officer, (tis well their new Keeperg 
of their counterfeit a toꝛged S eale axe to be ſwoꝛn/not⸗ 
withſtanding which ehe ſame ſince it hach been hronght to 
Vs, hath been put into the hands of Perſons not ſ worn, and 
Popiſhly and dangerouſly affected, who have had the diſ- 

oſing and managing thereof at their own wills and plea- 
ſurcs. That the great Seale, ſhould be ſometimes 
with Our Conſent out of the cuſtody of the Keeper is 
no new tatng, it having been nſtally in fozmer times 
kept and laid up in Our great Ward2zope: from whence 
the Chancellour , oz Keeper, and fometimes other 
Perſons im»9ped-by the Bing, uſually rec lh D it 
when there was occafion,/ and returned it thirber a⸗ 
gain; end che truth is, upon the firſt arrivall of it at 
York, when We underſtood with what untuuall paſlt- 
on. tize abſence of it from Weſtminſter was tozn, inſc⸗ 
much as a Warrent was lent fox the apt ꝛehenllon * ; 

PO Iv . 


1 
the Lord Keeper to all Conitables and Officers foz 
obeping Our lawfull Commands. e toon it into Our 
own Cuſtody, ſuppoung there would be no art oz indu⸗ 
ſtry unattempted to recover the ſame from Us, and 
this pzovidence of Ours lo farre met with the conſent 
and ſubmillion of the worn Officer, that the Lozd 
Zeeper himlelf was ſo ſenlible of the danger it might 
be in, thꝛougy his want of convenienctes and accom- 
modation, tyat being offered it by Us, he beſought 
Us to continue it in Dur own immediate Care; but 
that it hath been at any time in the power and diſpoſal 
of any other perſons, of what affections ſoerer, is fo 
untrue, that the ſame hath never been oz can be uſe 
oꝛ imploxed but in the pzelence of the Lq2d Keeper, oꝛ 
upon extraozdinary ipeedy and ſecretoccaſions,in Our 
own pzelence, which no man can doubt may be lawful- 
ly done; ſuch things which ſhall concern Dur own 
pꝛivate affatres, oz the affavres of Our Realm by Our 
Expzeſle Command, being to be Sealed without any 
Warrant. by the Statute of the 27. peer of Hen. the 8. 
the Eleventh Chapter; and the Gzeat Deale, being in 
truth ſo much Our own Seale, that in the Dtatute 
of Treaſons, of the firſt and ſecond peer of Philip and. 
Mary, it is called the King and N::eens Gꝛeat Seale, 
the aftixing whereof ioany grant in Our Name, with⸗ 
out Our . rant, is Yigh Treaſon ,. by the known. 
Laws of England. 

But they ſay, the ſame hath: been trayterouſſy and per- 

m ciouſly abuſed to the ruine and deſtruction of the Parha- 
m nt and Kingdom, by granting and iſſuing out divers ille- 
gall ommi lions of Array, and other unlawfu f. om iſ- 
ſions for railing of Forces againſt the Parliament, by iſſu- 
ing of Proclamations againſt the Members of both mm 
and: 


- ©) 
and their adherents, and proclaiming them Traitors and 
Rebels; Commiſſions of Oyrr and Ferwiner, to procced 
againſt divers of them as Traytors, and other Commiſſions 
to ſeize and confiſcate the Eſtates , &c, A thoſe Comm 
ſions and Pꝛoclamations had found that obedience, 
and reverence was due to them by the Kaw, and the 
pooꝛ People of this Kingdom had not been couzened 
toa negligence and diſ retpect of them by thole upſtart 
Uotes and Oꝛdinances, which their Aneenoꝛs never 
heard of, all that ruine and deftruction which hath 
fallen upon this Kingdom had been pievented, 


and the blefled Peace and tranquillity which theſe 


ill men have krighted from das, had been ill the 
potion of Dur People. Foz the Commillions of 
Array, We have the pꝛactice of fozmer times, and 
judgements of fozmer Parliaments, neither was 
it ever declared to be agamſt Law, but by thoſe 
who uſurped power of the Militia of the Bingdom 
to themſelves, and aſſumed a power of making, and 
altering Laws, without and againſt Our Conſent, 
and ol what moment their opinion in Law is, We mult 
leave to the wozld to judge; ne applied tholſe Com⸗ 
millions at a time me thought reaſonable, and toa 
purpoſe e knew lawtult; when Our People ſeemed 
to be tran{pozted with the fear of a Foꝛraign Enemp, 
and deſired to be put into a poſture of defence, which 
il nothing had been ſccretly deſired but what was pub 
ligely pꝛetended, would have been ſufficiently pꝛo⸗ 
vided foz by that Commilitien, whether the calamities 
wyich Have ſince en ned, are to be imputed to tgat ens 
cient legall <ontmiſiion ,. o2 to that Rebellious uns 


heard 91 Ozdinance of tye Milicia, is evident to all the 


Foꝛ 


(15) 
Fo: the Commiſſions to raiſe Fozces foz Our 


Pefence(whicy thele men call Toꝛces againft the par 
liament) e would willingly be infozmed Mega: 
lity thereof, and what Commillions are la fo: Uis 
to iſſue, if when any . of Rebells is ready to de⸗ 
ſtroy das, nde may not give Authoꝛity under Our great 
Seale to ſuch of Our good Subjects as are lopally 
and dutifully affected to raiſe and conduct men to Pur 
reſcue? And we are confident thoſe Pzoclamations 
(which thefe bold, ill men call foul and Candalous 8 Pg- 
pers) have carried nothing in them, but thole cauti⸗ 
ous animadverſſons, and commands which ne might 
lawfully, and were obliged graciouſly to impart to 
Our People. ene 

Foz the Commillions of Oyer and Terminer, which ins 
deed concerns theſe Gentlemen molt , and with which 
We cannot blame them to be angry, and to declare 


2 


them to be vopd and of none effect, e confelle we 


have and do dally flue ſuch into the ſeverall Counties 
of the Kingdom, foz the due adminiſtration of Juſtice 
to Our People, as well upon the humble and earneit 
deſires ot many of Our Dubjects(as from the Weſtern 
parts Me have received ſeverall Petitions to that pur- 
poſe) as out of Our own conllant Reſolution to pꝛo⸗ 
— may — by the known Laws of the Land, and 
re the 


doubted in Us, that it will not be inthe power of the 
moſt cunning. to mit lead Our 90 Subjects herein. 
and fuch who in truth are guilty ol nothing. but 


their duties and ſervices to the Commonwealth, will 
habe no tauſe to fear the pꝛoceedings upon this Com⸗ 


million. which will pꝛotect and defend all ſuch, and pu ⸗ 
ebellion, 


niſh cnely tho'e who are guilty of Treaſon, N 


illuing out ſuch Commilſions is a right lo un⸗ 


5} 


- 
Felony, oz other notozious miſoemeanoꝛs inquirable 
at Law. Aud' Our good Dubjects cannot but ob- 
ſerve a ſfrange averteneſſe from, and a ſtrange difft- 
dence in the good known Laws of the Land, ( foz the 
oma whereof, they would make the wozld be- 
leeve, they even undertook this odious and unnatu⸗ 
rall Rebeliton) when theſe men firſt make Ozdinances 
againſt the Judges riding ol Circuits accoꝛding to the 
Law, and now againſt the Commiſſions of Oyer and 
Terminer, which are the two linown, and almoſt the 
onely wayes to diſpence Juſtice and Rigyt to Our 
People, thzoughout the Kingdom, whether that be 
Creaſon which We think Treaſon, oz that be Allegt- 
ance which they call Allegiance, whether raiſing oz 
aſſiſting a Rebellion wityin this Kingdom againſt ws, 
oꝛ counterfeiting the great Seale of England be High 
Creaſon, within the Statute of 25. peer of Edward 3. 
whether they who in diſcharge of their duty and alle⸗ 
— aſſiſt dis againſt a Rebellion, oz they who bear 
rms againſt Our Perſon, under pzetence of defend- 
ing Our Authozity, are within the Statute of : 3. peer 
ol Hen. 7. the 1. Chap. whether the perſon of the King 
map be deſtroyed in the behalf of bis office, andthe 
Goods and Eftates of the Subjects takentrom them 
by violence fo: the maintenance of their Pzoperty, will 
de beft, can beonely determined by the Law, and that 
Law beſt taught and executed by the ſwozn Judge 
thereof, and to their care and conſcience not recom- 
mend and commit Our Commiſſions of Oyer and Ter- 
miner, which all good men will look upon as awhol- 
. ſome remedy fo2 thole crying evills which diſquiet the 
Peace of alt Dur Counties. 3 
Fa: the Commiſſion which this Declaration faxes 


was 
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was for the executing the bloody and deteſtable deſigne of 
waller, and others, for the deſtruction of the Parliament and 
City of London, it hath been long ſince Pzinted and 
publiched to all men, who thereby know ir ro have been 
no other. then hath uſually been and is al waxes grant⸗ 
ed to2 levring. railing, and governing an Army, and 
why ne ſhouid not raiſe men in London oz Middleſex to 
quench that Rebellion which was firſt kindled there, 
We know not: what the opinion and judgement of 
tgoſe cruell mercileſſe men was of this Ccm:niſlion, is 
barbarouſly witten in Letters of Blood; what the 
Commiſiton it ſelt was is evident to all the Moꝛld. that 
blood will one day give in evidence whole deſigne was 
the moſt deteſta ble and bloody. Foz the Commillion 
granted foz a Ceſſation ot᷑ Arms in lccland, e habe 
publiſbed already the truth and the circumſtances 
thereof, and ſhall in due time let the Woꝛld know, by 
whole means the effuſion of ſo much innocent blood, 
and ſo many calamities befell that pooꝛ People; Mhat 
opinion they who are moſt concerned have of that Cei⸗ 
ſation,is ſufficiently known by the concurrent teftimo- 
ny and Letters from that Kingdow, What Offices 
of Truſt and Command are granted by Us to any Pe - 
pits, who by the Laws and Statutes of this Realm 
are made incapable of thoſe Officesand Commands, 
till ſuch Places and Perſons are named, me cannot 
— in the mean time we are confident there 
Are none wucy, 

Upon theſe excellent pzemilles theſe caretull Loꝛds 
and Commons have declared and Ordained all the Acts 
formerly mentioned, and all other Acts which they hold 
inconvenient to their pur; ol es, All grants of Wardſhips 


(which, if we have power to do any thing, is in Our 
C 3 power 
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tower to grant, and cannot be granted but under the 
Gzeat Seale. All Pardons (which even by themſelves, 
in their own molt invective and Rebellious Declarati⸗ 
ons is acknowledged to be ſolely in our Power, andof 
Our Pzerogative) and any other thing whatſocver to any 
Perſon who hath a iſtcd Us againſt this unnaturall Rebelli- 
on, (to thoſe (which is a ſubtill diſtinction) who have 
been againſt us it ſhall be uſefull and beneficiall) 
which have palled under the Gꝛeat Seale ſince the re- 
movall thereof from Weſtminſter, ſhall be and are in⸗ 
valid, voyd and ol none effect; And foz the future, what- 
ſoever, of what nature ſoever ſhall paſſe under any Great 
Scalc of England (hut that which they have counterfeit- 
ed, and which is Treaſon in any man to uſe) they have 
judged voyd and fruſtrate, and have declared every Per-- 
Con who ſhall put the ſame in uſe, oz ſhall clatme anp 
thing thereby, ſhall be adiudged a publique enemy to 
this State, ſo that (beſides the avoiding and diſavow- 
ing that Seale, by and under the ſole authozity of 
which themlelves were firſt convened, and pꝛetend no 
other (till to continue together)they have not onely left 
Us in a wozle condition then the meaneſt Subject, de- 
nyingus any capacity of difpoling whatſoever is moſt 
undoubtedly Our own, but have deſfkroyed and con- 
founded the adminiſtration of the Civill Juftice ofthe 
Bingdom,. which cannot be continued but by that 
Seale from which it oꝛiginally flowed to the People: 
But foꝛ that. theſe Oꝛdainers have pꝛovided a remedy, 
anew Seale of their own, as they will by no means 
ſuffer the People to want the benefit of that power 
which at any time they think fit to tane from As, and 
therefoze they no ſooner deny oz take from Us any Pꝛe⸗ 
rogative, but they allume it to themſelves -. _ — 
ove⸗ 


( ts.) 
— will have rende in them, who 
lufficiently expꝛeſſe how ſecure the Religion, Law, and 
Liberty of the Kingdom ſhall ve in their Pꝛotection. 
This new Seale is eſtabliſhed by thoſe who made it 
to be oneiy of that power and validity as any Gꝛeat 
Seale of England hath ever been, oꝛ ought. to be, and 
that it may be ſure to be onely uſed to vertuous ends 
(that 1s to the end foz which 'twas made) they have 
choſen lix of themſelves to keep it, any thee of which, 
ſo a Lozd be one, ſhall have the ſame authozity and 
Power that any Lozd:Chancelloz, oz Keeper at any 
time hath uled, oꝛ ought to have, which will hard :x 
ſerve their turn, except in thoſe caſes which require 
immediate Warrant, they may refozt to their own new 
Soveraign power koꝛz thoſe fozmalities, which no 
doubt will eaſily diſpence with the Signet and Pztvy- 
Seale,though preciſely injoyned in the ofthe 
27. ot H. 8. the 11, Chap. And ſo tis very pzobable the 
firtt uſe they will make of it, may be to ſeale their own: 
Pardons who contrived and counterfeited it. 
TChus by this ſhoꝛt little Ozdinance, theſe men who 
have fozferted their Lives and Foꝛtunes to the Law, 
have found a way to deſtroy that Law they have of- 
fended, & to exemt themſelves from any tryall but of 
their own Uotes, and without the noyſeand hazard of 
depofing Gs, to take from us the thzee moſt glozious 
zewels in Our Diadem, Our power to do, Our zultice 
to info2ce, and Our mercy-topardon, thꝛee uch inhe⸗ 
rent Pꝛerogatives, that as without them we are no 
King, ſo we being robbed ol them, no Subject can 
claim a right to, oz hope foꝛ ſecurity of any thing he 
thinks moſt his own: * therefoꝛe walte no moꝛe 
3 


time 


n 

cernment in tyele indignities and contpiracies againſt 
Us 3 whoever can imagin what confuſion is, ſces the 
lively Amage of it in this Oꝛdinance, and muſt expect 
nothing but the fruits of it krom the contrivers. ne 
ſhall, with Gods help, do Our part to the vindicating 
Our own Honour and Right, and the publique juſtice 
of the Kingdom, and to that purpoſe Me require Our 
Keeper of Our Gꝛeat Seale of England, carefully and 


diligently from time to time. toillue out ſuch its, as 


are neceſlary foz the publitie Juffice, and the Curſitoꝛs 
of Our Court of Chancery, that they pzepare and bzing 
to him, accoꝛding to their Oathes all ſuch noꝛits as 
are to paſle Our Gzeat Deale, and that they pzeſume 
not to pzepare oꝛ ſuffer any its by them pꝛepared to 
paſſe any other Seale, then what is in the Cuſfody of 
Our Keeper 3 and that no perſon whacloever,give any 
credit, countenance.o2 obedience, to any thing Sealed 
by their new Traiterous Deale, if they ſhall be yet ſo 
hardy to put the ſame in execution. And We require 
all Commiſſioners tmployed and truſted, oz to be im⸗ 
ployed and truſted by Us in any Commillion of Oyer 
and Terminer, to pꝛoceed vigozoully in the execution 
of ſuch Commilltons, accoꝛding to their conſcience, 
and the known Laws of the Land, that Dur good 
Subjects may injoy the benefit and pꝛotection of 
thoſe Laws, the obſervation of. and the obe 

ence to which, is the onelx means, wity 
Gods bleſſing, to reſtoꝛe this Bingdom 
to its fozmer Peace and FD 


Security. 
FINIS. 
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